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Birthday Celebration
The sign in front of Waynewood Elementary School
welcomes participants to the school’s 50th birthday
party last week. See photos on Page 3
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A
 late January survey shows that Fairfax
County homelessness has decreased almost
11 percent from last year, according to a

statement from county chairman Sharon Bulova (D).
According to Bulova, the number of homeless fami-

lies has decreased by 16 percent since 2009. The
number of homeless individuals also dropped slightly
by 1.7 percent, during the same time period.

Bulova said several new initiatives to combat
homelessness in the county have gotten underway
since 2009. The chairman said these new efforts
could account for the improved homeless statis-
tics.

According to Bulova, two nonprofit groups have
added units to their affordable and transitional hous-
ing programs during the past year. The Fairfax-Falls
Church Community Partnership to Prevent and End
Homelessness has also set up a communications work

group that has boosted the sharing of information
between stakeholders.

Additionally, the county has improved its
homelessness date and reporting capabilities.

In all, the Fairfax homeless count found 1,544 hous-
ing in 2010. This group was comprised of 892 people
who are part of homeless families and 652 single
men and women.

The count – which took place Jan. 27 – found that
36 percent of all homeless people in the county are
under the age of 18. More than 60 percent of the
adults in homeless families were employed.

Approximately 60 percent of singles that are home-
less suffered from serious mental illness or substance
abuse. Many had chronic health problems or physi-
cal disabilities.

— Julia O’Donoghue

County Homelessness Down 11 Percent

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

P
articipants of the Re-
store the Constitution
rally came to Virginia
this week with a long

list of grievances. And they came
bearing arms. Concerns ranged
across the political spectrum, with
protesters opposing everything
from the federal requirement to
purchase health insurance and the
surveillance provisions of the Pa-
triot Act to Social Security and the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Ul-
timately, their open-carry rally at
Fort Hunt Park in Mount Vernon
and Gravelly Point Park in Arling-
ton called for less government in-
trusion and a reduced amount of
spending.

“Most of us are libertarian, and
we have libertarian concerns,” said
Andrew Graves, who traveled
from Vermont to be part of the
rally. “We want smaller federal
government. We want the federal
government to play by the
rulebook, the rulebook being the

Constitution.”
Speaker after speaker de-

nounced the federal government
to spending too much and en-
croaching into the lives of citizens.
Some called for action at the bal-
lot box, describing the upcoming
primary season as crucial to shap-
ing the Republican Party. Others
called for direct action, such as
Mike Vanderboegh, an Alabama
militia leader who advocated
throwing bricks through the win-
dows of Democrats who voted for
the health-care bill.

“Whatever I’ve written over the
last few years, including my call
to adopt the tactics of the Sons of
Liberty of old and break windows,
this is my motive: I want to avoid
a civil war,” said Vanderboegh at
Fort Hunt Park. “This is what the
king of England didn’t understand
on the 19th of April 1775. We are
done backing up. Done!”

AT TIMES, THE RALLY seemed
to be a cross between a political
assembly and a religious revival.
Loaded handguns were holstered

to waistbands, and unloaded rifles
were slung across backs. Religious
rhetoric mingled with political
philosophy and heated calls to ac-
tion. About 75 protesters took part
in the rally, with an equal number
of media types and a handful of
counter-demonstrators.

“I find it very ironic that they are
complaining about the federal
government,” said Laura Austin, a
Mount Vernon resident. “But we
are in a national park paid for with
federal tax dollars.”

The event was the first of its
kind, taking advantage of a new

federal law forcing the National
Park Service to dump its no-gun
policy in favor of following state
gun laws. Because Virginia allows
registered gun users to openly

carry firearms, armed rallies like
the one that happened this week
may become a regular feature at

See Protesting,  Page 6

Protesters
Bearing Arms

Protesters carrying firearms gather Monday, April 19 in a rally to oppose growth in
the size and scope of the federal government.

Restore the Constitution rally brings
Second Amendment advocates
here from across the country.
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LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MOUNT VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager

5845 Richmond Highway

Alexandria, VA 22303

703-960-8900
www.longandfoster.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MARCH TOP PRODUCING AGENTS!

Alexandria $569,900

 RENOVATED!
Brick townhouse with 3 bedrooms, 3.5 bath-
rooms, den, new solid hardwood floors, new
granite, new stainless steel appliances, new
carpet and new paint.  Garage and off-street
parking.  Across the street from the golf
course and close to Metro!

Rich Ragan  703-307-5891

Poole/Braun Team Marcy Bates Rich Ragan Elfie Biankini Val Klotz Jeannie Hicks Allan Price Mary Sellman Connie Arega

Alexandria $395,000

WALK TO METRO
From this lovely brick townhome with fea-
tures that include 3 bedooms, 2 full and 2 half
baths, wood floors and half  bath on main
level.  Finished lower level with half bath
walks out to beautifully landscaped, fenced
yard and patio.  Large storage room and lots
of closet space.  Reserved parking right out
front.  Walk to park and coffee shop.

Val Klotz  703-303-9744

Alexandria/Old Town $499,000

HEART OF OLD TOWN
Walk to King Street restaurants, shops, and
Metro.  Two bedrooms, 2.5 baths, master
bedroom with vaulted ceilings, skylights,
and loft space.  Lots of closet space, bright
eat-in kitchen with fireplace, island, and
walks out to fenced backyard with brick
patio.  Smell Misha’s coffee roasting as you
sit on your back patio!

Val Klotz  703-303-9744

Arlington $320,000
VIEW WASHINGTON
MONUMENT FROM

FRONT STEPS!
One bedroom condo
with beautiful hardwood
floors recently refin-
ished, extra storage,
washer/dryer in unit,
new HVAC, new deck
and paint.  Bus to Metro

is right outside front door.  Competitively priced to sell!
Brian Murphy  703-731-5799

Alexandria/South $417,000

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
TAX CREDIT

A must see!  Immaculate townhouse with 3
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 3 levels and a 2-car
garage!  Large kitchen with extra large
island.  Six years young, excellent location,
next to Huntley Meadows Park and Mt.
Vernon Plaza.  Community pool and tot lots.

Maridol Garcia-Joy  703-655-0777

Alexandria $499,000
CAPE ON THE

CORNER
Renovated 4 BR, 2BA home in
quiet established neighbor-
hood.  Fresh paint and recessed
lighting throughout with solid
hardwood floors.  Kitchen
includes granite countertops
and new appliances that lead to
bonus sunroom with Low E

windows. Finished lower level provides recreational space and storage.
Marcy Bates  703-606-7605
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

F
ifty years ago, Waynewood Elementary School opened its doors
on Waynewood Boulevard. Last week, its anniversary was cel
ebrated with a 50th Birthday Bash. On the menu were cup
cakes — lots of cupcakes. Kristyn Terpinas, 50th Birthday Bash

chair, said that Julie Lowe, owner of “For the Love of Cupcakes” spear-
headed the creation of the 50th birthday cupcake tree. It was based on
a cut-out of “50” done by Lowe’s father and filled with cupcakes deco-
rated by Lowe, Jenifer Constanzo, Shelley Norton and Deasy Heimbach.
There were dozens and dozens of other cupcakes in every flavor and
color. Children waited anxiously for the signal to pick one out to eat.

In addition to the cupcakes, students and parents enjoyed pizza and
Chick-fil-A. Activities included dancing, face painting and tattoos. A
raffle was held for themed baskets and bids were taken for silent auc-
tion items.

— Gale Curcio

Cupcakes, playing symbolic role,
are popular item  during party.

Waynewood Elementary
Celebrates 50th Birthday

All of the teachers were given birthday bash t-shirts. Cupcakes were decorated by Julie Lowe, Jenifer Constanzo, Shelley
Norton and Deasy Heimbach.

Kristyn Terpinas, 50th Birthday Bash chair, welcomes
guests to the event.

Audrey Stolarz, sister of
Ella Stolarz, shows off her
painted face.

Principal James Meier, along with Assistant Principal Tom
Fitzpatrick, leads students in singing ‘Happy Birthday.’

Principal James Meier, PTA president Melissa Sullivan, Kristyn Terpinas, and Assistant
Principal Tom Fitzpatrick.

Photos by Gale Curcio/The Gazette
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Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
Licensed • Bonded • Insured.

References Upon Request.
Ofc: 703.684.5215   Cell: 703.403.2994

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alex Neighbor
…for probably as long as you’ve lived in
Alex. My wife and I grew up here. I’m a fin-
ish carpenter with 28 yrs. experience.

My work is meticulous, and I take great
pride in completing jobs on time, and on
budget. Let me give you a quote on that
Spring home project you want to check off
your list! My prices are reflective of the
times.

News

See Going Green,  Page 27

By Justin Fanizzi

The Gazette

E
nvironmentalism and fis-
cal conservatism more
often than not are
thought to be mutually

exclusive, but in this instance,
Fairfax County is proving that
those ideologies can coexist.

The proposed Water Reuse
Project, planned for the Lorton
area, is quickly becoming a real-
ity, as plans are currently being fi-
nalized and construction slated to
begin this summer. The project
calls for the construction of a pipe-
line that will carry water to areas
throughout Lorton for irrigation
and process purposes and is pre-
dicted to benefit both the environ-
ment and local taxpayers.

“This is a project that is good for
the environment and can save tax-
payers money,” said Brian Wor-
thy from the county’s Office of
Public Affairs. “It is something
that the county has wanted to
do for a long time.”

ACCORDING TO the Depart-
ment of Public Works and Envi-
ronmental Services, the project’s
purpose is to conserve and re-
cycle wastewater by making the
treatment process more efficient
and environmentally friendly.
The proposal calls for the instal-
lation of a 4.6-mile water pipeline
from the Noman M. Cole Jr., Pol-
lution Control Plant on Route 1 to
the Covanta Fairfax, Inc. Resource
Recovery Plan and to other sites
in the county.

The pipeline will originate at the

Noman Cole facility, where the
area’s wastewater is collected and
treated. From there, 560 million
gallons of treated, reused water
will be directed to the Covanta
Fairfax Inc. Energy Resource Re-
covery Facility each year. In addi-
tion, 24 million gallons of water
will be distributed to both the Lau-
rel Hill Golf Course and the Lower
Potomac Ball Fields on Richmond
Highway across the street from the
Lorton Library for irrigation pur-
poses.

According to Worthy, switching
to the new system would benefit
taxpayers because the system re-
duces the amount of wastewater
that needs to be treated. He said
that Covanta currently uses po-
table drinking water for the ma-

jority of its work at the plant,
which includes burning solid
waste to create electricity and then
using water to cool the systems
down. Covanta does not need the
water to be purified to that level
to use in its plant, and the direct
source of water from the Cole fa-
cility would be treated, but not to
drinkable quality.

“Taxpayers benefit because we
will have to treat less waste water
in general,” Worthy said. “We are
going to reuse water by using a

different source of water. In-
stead of using purified drinking
water at Covanta and to water
our fields, we will use pretreated
storm water.”

The project will also not only
be environmentally friendly, but
it will also be beneficial. Wor-
thy said that the reused water
from the Cole plant would be
discharged to Pohick Creek if the
pipeline were not built. Since
Pohick Creek eventually empties
into the Chesapeake Bay, reus-

ing the storm water would reduce
the amount of harmful nutrients
like phosphorous and nitrogen dis-
charged into the bay.

“The state has introduced new

Going Green, Saving Green
Planned water pipeline from
pollution control plant will
protect the environment,
save taxpayers money.

Covanta’s Energy Resource Recovery
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“This will keep
1.5 million gallons
[of waste water] from
going into Chesapeake
Bay every day.”

— Brian Worthy,
Office of Public Affairs
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Riverside Estates $749,900
8352 Orange Court

WATERFRONT PROPERTY WITH
DOCK ON NAVIGABLE WATER.

Less than 1.5 mile to the Potomac River
via boat. 4BR, 2.5BA Colonial with
Carport. Large bedrooms, freshly
painted, refinished hardwood floors,

new carpeting on lower level, updated kitchen and baths plus replacement win-
dows. Beautiful property for a Great Price! Only 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to
Old Town, 35 to Pentagon/D.C. Interest Rates are low for now!

floors refinished plus hdwds under upper level carpeting. Walking distance to
Stratford Elementary and Sandburg Intermediate, 10 minutes to Ft. Belvoir (S) and
Alexandria (N). 20 minutes to National Airport & 30 to Pentagon/D.C. Immaculate
& available for quick occupancy.

Alex./Riverside Gardens
$569,900

1706 Old Stage Road
Lovely, updated 4 BR, 2.5 BA Split in
popular Riverside Gardens. Remodeled
kitchen, baths and freshly painted inte-
rior. Windows, siding, gutter & downs-
pouts all replaced. Main level hdwd

Alex./Collingwood on the Potomac $579,900
8309 Cedardale Drive

Updated 5BR, 2.5 BA Split with
over 2600sq ft of living space.
Beautiful .26 acre lot in prestig-
ious Collingwood on the
Potomac.  Freshly painted inte-
rior, beautiful refinished hdwd

floors, updated baths & new carpeting on the lower level. Great loca-
tion—just off the GW Parkway—10 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 6 minutes
to Alexandria & less than 20 minutes to Pentagon/D.C. Great Value!

Alex./Mt. Vernon $779,900
9306 Old Mansion Road

Stunning 4BR, 3.5BA Colonial in
prestigious waterfront community of
Riverwood. Completely remodeled kit
& updated baths-wood floors on main
& upper lvl. Beautifully finished base-
ment w/rec rm, den, wet bar, full bath
& large utility/storage room.

Spectacular cul-de-sac lot w/private landscaped yard & sparkling in-ground
pool-perfect for entertaining! 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, 25
to Ntl Airport and 30/35 to Pentagon/D.C. You’ll love this Home!!

Alex./Mount Vernon $829,900
3809 Nalls Road

Spectacular 5BR, 4.5BA Colonial w/over 5200SF
Finished Living Space on a Lovely, Fenced, .34
Acre Lot. Fully Loaded w/options: Vaulted Ceiling
in Fam. & Sun Rms – Trey Ceiling in Din Rm &
MBR – Separate Front & Rear Staircases – DBL
Pane Energy Efficient Windows w/Plantation
Shutters thru out – Beautiful Hdwd Floors on MN
Level – Recessed Lighting – Six Panel Doors –

FiOS & Smart Wired for Surround Sound – Brinks Security Sys – Fully Finished Lower Level
w/In-Law Suite & Walkout. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir. This Home is a Great Buy!

Alex./Mt. Vernon $455,000
3911 Woodley Drive

Lovely, Charming 4BR, 2BA Brick Cape
Cod w/Family rm addition. Located on a
gorgeous .5-acre treed lot surrounded by
higher priced homes. Numerous updates:
furnace & A/C replaced last year, new
energy efficient dbl pane windows, freshly
painted interior & refinished wood floors

on mn level. Partial, unfinished basement, ideal for storage or finishing. 3 large
sheds for equipment storage/workshops. Great Mt. Vernon location–5 minutes to
Ft. Belvoir, 15 minutes to Old Town, Alex and Hunting Metro.

Alex/Mt. Vernon  $884,900
3225 Woodland Lane

Beautiful, updated contemporary
4BR, 3BA on spectacular .84 acre
waterfront lot w/dock.  Wonderful
views from walls of dbl pane pic-
ture windows.  Remodeled
kitchen, mba suite & newer high

efficiency HVAC. Lovely sun room addition w/gorgeous views of land-
scaped brick walkway, patio & water.  Walk to Mt. Vernon Estate or
GW bike path.  Enjoy a scenic commute along the Potomac River.
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News

See Eagle Scouts,  Page 19

By Gale Curcio

The Gazette

A
n Eagle Scout earns
much more than a
badge when he com
pletes his Eagle Scout

requirements. He earns the respect
of friends, family — and commu-
nity. Plus the impact he leaves on
a community is often long-lasting.

Boy Scout Troop 1509 has been
in existence for 41 years, and ac-
cording to Bruce Clubb, former
Eagle Advisor, they have had 121
Eagle Scouts in that time. “We

have had 39 in the last six years
and 13 in 2009,” said Clubb.

Other local Troops — 888 at Ply-
mouth Haven, Troop 654 at St.
Luke’s Church and Troop 996 at
Aldersgate Church — are just as
prolific, but examples from just one
troop (Troop 1509) show the
breadth and scope of these projects.

For example, Erik Anderson de-
veloped a landscaping project for
Wesley United Methodist Church.
Matthew Jarrell then furthered
Erik’s landscaping project for the
same church by removing a chain
link fence and planting shrubs and
flowers.

Matthew Clubb recycled non-
functioning and outdated comput-
ers to keep them out of the landfill.
He collected them from the neigh-

borhood and removed the hard
drives. Clubb then delivered some
of the hard drives to the engineer-
ing class at West Potomac High
School to be destroyed. The rest
were delivered to ServiceSource, a
company that employs the handi-
capped in Alexandria, for disassem-
bly and recycling.

Douglass Magill fenced off a sec-
tion of forest at Mount Vernon Es-
tates that had been damaged by
deer. He then did a tree survey,
cleared the injured trees and pro-
tected the saplings so they could
grow beyond the reach of hungry
deer.

Andrew Weatherly did a land-
scaping project for Saint Mark’s
Church on South King’s Highway
while Robert Garamone worked
with the U.S. Army to obtain, orga-
nize and deliver school supplies to
a primary school in Afghanistan that
had been destroyed in the invasion.

The list goes on, with other
Scouts like John Rice organizing an
Oral History Project of the Library
of Congress; Benjamin Singer re-
pairing a playground at Beth El
Temple; David Belt repairing the
camping area at the Coast Guard
Station; Samuel O’Neil installing
shelving for the thrift store at Christ
House in Alexandria; Curtis
McCullohs clearing a large field of
leaf debris next to the adjacent
Darcey Field and built a regulation
pair of horseshoe pitching pits at
Plymouth Haven Church.

Eric Trouton’s project was a
massive one. He worked with a
member of Stormwater Manage

Eagle Scouts Serve Community
Projects target
different needs.

Matt Clubb shows some of the many computers that he collected for his Eagle Project.

Zach Perconti was one of the Scouts who helped out
with Michael Curcio’s Eagle project at Collingwood
Library & Museum.
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From Page 1

News

National Parks Service sites. In
a written statement issued just as
the rally was beginning Monday
morning, U.S. Rep Jim Moran (D-
8) said he opposed allowing fire-
arms into national parks.

“These anti-government demon-
strations are fueled by the belief
that our constitutional rights un-
der the Second Amendment are
somehow under attack and urgent
action is needed,” said Moran.
“While this may be a powerful ral-
lying point for special interest
groups, the claim could not be fur-
ther from the truth.”

ORGANIZERS SAID they chose
April 19 as the date to commemo-
rate the Shot Heart Round the
World that began the Revolution-
ary War. And they vehemently de-
nied that the timing was in any
way related to the Oklahoma City
bombing, which also happened on
April 19. Most of the rhetoric com-
pared modern politics to the Revo-
lutionary War, describing modern-
day Washington insiders on par
with the tyranny of the British gov-
ernment under King George III.

“They know what they’re doing.
This isn’t a mistake,” said Califor-
nian Tim Hammond, wearing a
black tri-corn hat. “It isn’t misman-
agement. They know what they’re
doing, which is bringing down the
U.S. in order to create a one-world
government.”

Counter-demonstrators ex-
pressed dismay at the heated
rhetoric on display Monday.

“These people who are rallying
here today, they are very subver-
sive,” said Martina Leinz of Burke.
“And it’s not just virulent talk. It’s
action. They really truly believe
that the federal government
should be overthrown.”

Protesting

A protester holds up a sign
during Monday’s rally.
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Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff. ALEXANDRIA LIGHTING & SUPPLY

701 No. Henry St., Alexandria, VA

703-548-2320
www.alexandrialighting.com
Ample Free Parking

In Response to
Your Requests…

... is making some
changes!

Starting WEDNESDAY APRIL 7th,
we are Open Every Wednesday!

7:30AM - 7:00PM

ALEXANDRIA
LIGHTING & SUPPLY

ECLIPSE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
SEASON’S FINAL CONCERT

George Washington Masonic Memorial
101 Callahan Drive, Alexandria, VA

Free parking; 1 block from King Street metro

SUNDAY, MAY 2nd at 3PM

J.S. Bach:
Sinfonia in C, Op. 9, No. 3

Mozart:
Piano Concerto No. 9
in E-flat Major, K. 271

Edward Newman, piano
Bizet:

Symphony in C Major
Tickets $5-$25

ECLIPSE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA’S ANNUAL GALA
SUNDAY MAY 16th from 5-9pm

Water Music on the Potomac

Cruise the Potomac aboard the “Odyssey” while wining
and dining and listening to Handel’s Water Music

Sixth and Water Streets, SW
Washington, DC

(parking available)

Boarding at 5PM - Departure at 6PM

Tickets - $200       Sponsorships - $500-$5,000

For reservations call 703/635-2770

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

See Schools,  Page 27

To have a notice listed, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Call
Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412 with
questions.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 28
Become a Foster Parent. 6-7:30

p.m. The UMFS Northern Virginia
Regional Center will offer an
orientation for prospective foster
parents. At 6335 Little River
Turnpike, Alexandria. Participants
will learn about training and
support provided by UMFS to
foster families, and may schedule
an initial assessment to continue

the process of becoming a foster
parent. Contact UMFS at 703-941-
9008.

SATURDAY, MAY 1
Mount Vernon Council of Citizens’

Associations 22nd Annual Gala.
6-9 p.m. To honor Joan McLellan,
2010 Mount Vernon District Citizen
of the Year; the Friends of Dyke
Marsh, 2010 Organization of the
Year; and Jasmin Lawrence (MVHS)
and Rachel Lau (WPHS), as the 2010
Students of the Year. Cost is $40/
person, includes buffet dinner. At the
Hampton Inn & Suites, 5821

Richmond Highway, Alexandria.
Contact Carol Coyle 703-780-7955 or
Queenie Cox 703-360-2414.

THURSDAY/MAY 13
8th District Congressional Debate.

7 p.m. Incumbent U.S. Rep. James
Moran (D) and candidates Matthew
Berry (R), Chris Hubbard (R), Ron
Mitchell (D), Patrick Murray (R) have
confirmed that they will participate.
Moderated by Alexandria Chamber of
Commerce President Tina Leone. At
the Ritz Carlton Pentagon City, 1250
South Hayes Street, Arlington. Visit
www.AlexChamber.com.

Bulletin Board

Send announcements to the Mount
Vernon Gazette, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos are
encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

Mount Vernon High School is
hosting its Second Annual Arts Festival
on Friday, April 23 from 6-8 p.m. in
Room G100. A true celebration of all the
arts, the festival includes performances
from the high school’s band, choral, or-
chestra, dance, and theater classes and
features artwork from the entire Mount
Vernon pyramid, kindergarten through
high school.

Rehearsals are underway at Mt.
Vernon High School for “Into the
Woods,” the Stephen Sondheim musical
that won a Tony for Best Score and Best
Book in 1988. The play, which was in-
spired by Bruno Bettleheim’s book, The

Uses of Enchantment, intertwines the
plots of several fairy tales, including
Little Red Riding Hood, Jack and the
Beanstalk, Cinderella and Rapunzel.
The characters meet each other in the
woods after pursuing what they wish
only to find that what they wish for isn’t
really what they want. “Into the Woods”
will be presented at the MVHS little the-
atre from May 6-8 at 7p.m. and May 9
at 5 p.m.

The play is directed by Elizabeth
Becker, MVHS Drama department. The
musical direction is by Judi Belzer and
the choreographer is Philip Clark.

Tickets are available by calling 703-
619-3100 x. 3259 or via email to
Elizabeth.Becker@fcps.edu.

Mount Vernon High School’s
Marine Course Junior ROTC
(MCJROTC) unit traveled to
Gloucester, Mass., to participate in the
MCJROTC Region One Championships
on March 19-21. The 25 cadets from

Mount Vernon claimed first place as the
overall champions for this event which
included 26 high schools from seven
states.  Areas of competition were
marksmanship, physical fitness, aca-
demics, uniform inspection, and
precision drill and color guard compe-
titions. The cadets from Mount Vernon
were awarded first place in the Color
Guard and Inspection events and came
in third in Academics. The team finished
high enough in the other events to claim
first place overall. This was the first such
championship held by the Marine Corps.

These cadets from Ft. Belvoir partici-
pated:  Dylan Anderson, Sara Duncan,
Derrick Fleming, Robert Gill, LaTarryl
Hall, Denise McGarity, Victoria Miller,
Michael Parker and Christian Snow.

First Lady Michelle Obama in-
vited Mount Vernon High School to send
five female students to White House

School Notes
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E
very year at this time, the Gazette
puts out the call for photographs of
moms and their children, grand
mothers and their children and

grandchildren. Most years, we’re lucky
enough to receive a photo or two that
includes four generations great-
grandma and all the rest.

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 9, and once
again the Connection will publish a gallery of
Mother’s Day photos, celebrating the mothers
who make so many things possible in families,
communities, schools and other institutions in

local neighborhoods.
Send in photos as soon as possible, includ-

ing information about who is in the picture,
the date the picture was taken, the ages of the

children and sentence or two about
what is happening and the location
(who, what, where, when, why).

We prefer digital photos in JPeg for-
mat; email them to Gazette@
ConnectionNewspapers.com, and write
Mother’s Day Photos in the subject line. Or you
can mail a CD with your photos on it in Jpeg
format.

Call for Mother’s Day Photos And Father’s
Day too ...

We will also accept prints, and we will do
our best to return photos that include a self-
addressed-stamped envelope for that purpose,
but please do not send us any photos that can-
not be replaced.

Send photos to Gazette@
ConnectionNewspapers.com, or mail to The
Gazette, Mother’s Day Photo Gallery, 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.

And remember, a few weeks from now it will
be time to send photos of Dads and children,
grandfathers and children and grandchildren.
Or feel free to send your Mother’s and Father’s
Day photos at the same time.

Editorial

The Harmony Heritage Singers, Barbershop Chorus, Mt. Vernon Chapter, rehearses
twice a month on Wednesday or Friday at Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. To join, see the schedule at
hhsingers.org or call James Coulter, membership vice president at 703-957-4597 or
703-615-4141 (cell) or by e-mail jnjcoulter@comcast.net.

Senior Choral Singers

Sees Value in
Health Reform
To the Editor:

I write to thank our U.S. sena-
tors for voting for health care re-
form. I am a remodeling contrac-
tor in the Mt. Vernon area. Over
the years, I have tried hard to pro-
vide my family and my employees
with health insurance. Providing
this benefit is important for at-
tracting and retaining high qual-
ity employees. Despite accepting
benefit reductions to manage pre-
mium inflation, we pay more for
less every single year.

Heath care costs also impact my
costs for Worker’s Compensation
Insurance. Together, these insur-
ance costs are our largest overhead
expense. Since insurance is a busi-
ness cost, ultimately, I must pass
these costs along to my customers
in order to stay in business. Thus,
bloated health care costs not only
affect my employees and me di-

rectly, they also affect every one
of our customers. Since insurance
costs are so crushing, I have been
waiting anxiously for health care
reform. Every year I wonder if re-
form will arrive in time to save us
from having to put myself, my em-
ployees, and their families at risk
of having no health insurance at
all. The current system may be
great for insurance company prof-
its, buts it is killing small busi-
nesses such as mine.

I believe the plan recently signed
by the President will both help to
reduce health care costs, and reduce
premium inflation. I eagerly look
forward to the time when we have
the choice of participating in a state-
wide insurance exchange. I see
health care reform as both pro-busi-
ness and pro-family. The sooner its
provisions are enacted, the better.

Robert Fina
Fina Construction Inc.

Delusional?

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
Monday’s “Restore the Constitu-

tion” rally at Ft. Hunt Park was a
gathering of the lunatic fringe,
organized by and for paranoid in-
dividuals. The only reason a rally
with guns could be held in the park
is because President Obama signed
a law which expanded guns rights,
reversing a policy established un-
der President Reagan which
banned guns in parks.

Today’s new law is referred to
as the “Coburn Gun Amendment,”
sponsored by Senator Tom
Coburn. The Republican senator
from Oklahoma proposed another
gun rights amendment last month
to ensure, specifically, that men-
tally deranged individuals such as
the Virginia Tech shooter are al-
lowed to purchase firearms (un-
less and until they have been
found by a judicial authority to be
a danger to themselves or to oth-
ers). This is true madness.

Congressman Jim Moran points

out, “Virtually every action the fed-
eral government has taken in the
past decade has weakened
commonsense gun laws already on
the books.” The National Parks gun
law came into effect this year on
George Washington’s birthday.
Monday’s self-described “patriots”
gathered on land once owned by
our first President to protest their
deluded belief that our 44th Presi-
dent is taking away the 2nd
Amendment right to bear arms.

If these gun-toting patriots are
capable of such a powerful self-
delusion — believing that some-
one who has aided their cause is
threatening it — how little would
it take for them to shoot those who
would aid them in a real crisis,
such as police and first-respond-
ers? Perhaps the Commonwealth
should track these individuals and
post an on-line watch list of Neigh-
borhood Sense Offenders.

Rick Gamble
Alexandria

Doctor’s View
Of Health
Reform
To the Editor:

There follows an excerpt from a
letter from my Seattle son-in-law,
Christopher Smith, MD which you
thought readers of the Gazette
would be interested in reading. It
represents a useful example of
medical opinion on health insur-
ance reform:

Some of you have asked me
what I think about the new Health
Reform bill. Many are surprised to
hear that physicians are generally
very supportive of this new legis-
lation. As a doctor I hope to im-
prove health, and so it follows that
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MOUNT VERNON ATHLETIC CLUB

STAY IN SHAPE THIS SUMMER! $99
SUMMER
FITNESS
MEMBERSHIP
Some restrictions may apply.

See a membership advisor today!

www.MTVAC.net | 703-360-7300

7950 Audubon Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22306

2 Fundamental Yoga Classes
Yoga for Rookies ~ Saturdays 10 A.M.

Yoga for Tone ~
Thursdays 7:15 P.M.

New to Yoga? Try us!

3221 Duke St., Alexandria Commons • 703-370-4100

SINCE 1990

❁  ORIENTAL STAR  ❁

Chinese~Japanese~Thai Fusion Restaurant
EXCEPTIONAL VEGETARIAN MENU ❁ CARRY-OUT MENU

Fine Dining with Full-Service Bar & Catering
Free Delivery Minimum $15•Within 3 Miles

Business Hours
Mon-Thurs & Sun: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Fri & Sat: 11:00 a.m.-10:30 p.m.

MSG

We Use 100% Vegetable Oil
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.orientalstarva.com
10% off with this ad, Dinner Only

From Page 6
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See Letters,  Page 10

I am pleased that more people
will be able to receive routine pre-
ventive healthcare as well as early
and appropriate treatment for con-
ditions before they develop into
bigger problems.

We do this for our homes and
our cars, why wouldn’t we want
the same thing for ourselves, our
neighbors and for all Americans?
(I could add “for all of the people
of the world” but that is beyond
the scope of this reform effort.)
Certainly everyone deserves access
to quality healthcare and this leg-
islation moves us substantially to-
wards accomplishing that goal.

In order to make it work there
is an individual mandate: every-
one must participate. The costs
need to be shared between those
who are sick as well as those who
think of themselves as well.
Healthy people who can afford it
must buy insurance that they may
not use. Many of these “healthy”
people who choose not to buy in-
surance develop problems like dia-
betes and hypertension (or worse)
that are not yet causing any symp-
toms, but will later turn them into
uninsured sick people who incur
big medical costs and may drive
up the costs for everyone else. This
is not an uncommon scenario and
it is why everyone should have
access to affordable healthcare
and see a primary care doctor for
routine periodic visits.

I hope this is a helpful contribu-
tion to this important discussion.

Thomas J. Hirschfeld
Alexandria

Nothing To Hide,
Nothing To Fear
To the Editor:

As the Connection Newspapers
continues to press, rightfully, for
more openness from our police
departments, I wanted to share
with your readers a recent ex-
ample of how unfettered access to
police reports can shed light on a

situation and inform the public
more so than the controlled re-
lease of information by law en-
forcement.

Ben Roethlisberger, the quarter-
back for the Pittsburgh Steelers,
recently was accused of sexual as-
sault in Georgia. After investigat

Retired U.S. diplomat
Laurie Tracy spoke

after dinner at the Mount Vernon Country Club on
April 7 to the members of the Mount Vernon Kiwanis
Club. She discussed the history and politics of Iran.
The Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club, a volunteer commu-
nity service organization, meets every first and third
Wednesday night from 6-8 p.m. at the country club.
For more information, see
www.mtvernonvakiwanis.org or its FaceBook page.
Above, Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club President Bruce
Malkin awards the club’s baseball cap to Tracy at the
conclusion of her program.

Diplomatic Address

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your
Mom and The Mount Vernon Gazette will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be
sure to include some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name
and phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

PhotoAX@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Mount Vernon Gazette, “Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed envelope,
but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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ing, the prosecutor declined to
bring charges, saying he couldn’t
prove his case “beyond a reason-
able doubt.” A demand for the
police report by the Pittsburgh Tri-
bune-Review yielded four volumes
of information totalling 500 pages
under Georgia’s Open Records act
(see: https://mail.google.com/
m a i l / ? s h v a = 1 # d r a f t s /
12810d5b6775b35b). The infor-
mation contained in the report
contained a detailed reconstruc-
tion of what allegedly happened
between Mr. Roethlisberger and
his alleged victim that paint a far
more complicated picture of the
situation and Mr. Roethlsburger’s
potential danger to society than a
prosecutor’s unwillingness to pros-
ecute would imply. While Mr.
Roethlisburger is clearly innocent
of any crime, the Steelers found
the details of his alleged conduct
troubling enough that the team’s
owners are punishing its Super
Bowl-winning quarterback.

I would note that the victim is
conspicuously not identified by the
newspaper. I would also note that
in Virginia, these details never may
have emerged.

Access to police records can in-
form the public in other ways.
When compiled, arrest reports
have yielded statistical informa-
tion that may identify patterns of
racial profiling, abuse of overtime,
the use of force, among other
things. In some cases, they may
also identify crime patterns not
previously detected by the depart-
ments themselves. A quick search
of the Investigative Reporters and
Editors website (www.ire.org),
shows reporters in Vancouver,
Wash., used police records in 2005

to detail how a police department
was failing to track and discipline
officers who used excessive force.
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch used
records in 2005 to reveal how the
police department was deliber-
ately suppressing the number of
reported rapes in its jurisdiction
for statistical reasons. The same
year in Colorado Springs, Colo., a
newspaper used records to detail
how an officer was abusing his
position to repeatedly photograph
young men shirtless and occasion-
ally in their underwear. These are
just three of 153 examples of in-
vestigative reporting using police
records on the IRE site.

I continued to be troubled by the
position of our regional law en-
forcement that the public is not to
be trusted with records other
states have deemed disclosable
information; if they have nothing
to hide, they should have nothing
to fear. I am equally troubled by
the tacit approval of this policy by
our elected officials. Providing citi-
zens with imperfect information
that is released only at the discre-
tion of the authorities is not some-
thing we do in America. I encour-
age the Connection Newspapers to
continue to demand accountabil-
ity on all fronts.

Ryan Donmoyer
Alexandria

The 15th Annual Spring Golf Outing at the Mount Vernon Country Club on Monday,
April 19, raises funds for the Campagna Center.

Golfing for Campagna Center
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University of Phoenix – Northern Virginia employees planted 123 trees at the
Mount Vernon RECenter in Alexandria on April 9 to commemorate Earth Day 2010.
Employees worked with Executive Director Taylor Beach and the nonprofit Fairfax
ReLeaf organization.  The 12 employee participants are enrollment counselors
from the university’s Arlington location.

Planting 123 Trees

form” bill. I thank Springfield Su-
pervisor Pat Herrity for his rebut-
tal published in last week’s Ga-
zette. There is just no justifying a
vote for the use of smoke and mir-
rors, arm twisting, horse trading,
back room deals and manipulation
of numbers to pass a federal gov-
ernment takeover of 1/6 the na-
tional economy. In cooking the
books to make the numbers
“work,” the Democrats excluded
the so-called “Doc Fix” that would
have cost $208 billion over the
ensuing decade. They also in-
cluded a provision facilitating gov-

ernment takeover of our federal
student loan program to make it
look like health care reform would
reduce the deficit by another $61
billion over the next 10 years. They
also included 10 years of tax in-
creases but only six years of ben-
efits in the first decade of “reform.”
Those are but three examples of
the deceit used to ram the bill
through. Just how are student
loans related to health care re-
form? A congressman concerned
about the high cost of living in our
area would have, at minimum,
conditioned his affirmative vote on
requiring the bill to include tort
reform, the ability to shop across
state lines for health care insurance
and the ability of small businesses
to pool together to gain economies
of scale accessible to large busi-
nesses and governmental agencies
. Not “our” congressman.

Congressman Connolly was re-
warded for his support of this fi-
asco with thank you advertising
broadcast in Northern Virginia that
was sponsored by the Democratic
National Committee and AFSCME
union. After his vote, it was re-
ported in several articles that since
his first term began, Congressman
Connolly has voted with Speaker
Pelosi an astounding 97 percent of
the time. Did we elect him to rep-
resent us or to facilitate Nancy
Pelosi’s extreme agenda? A com-
parison of the 11th District of Vir-
ginia and the 8th District of Cali-
fornia (Speaker Pelosi’s district)
demonstrates that these choices
are mutually exclusive:

11TH DISTRICT VA

Median Income $80,397
Presidential Votes
2000 Bush 52%
2004 Bush 50%
2008 Obama 57%

8TH DISTRICT CA
Median Income $52,322
Presidential Votes
2000 Gore 76.7%
2004 Kerry 84.2%
2008 Obama 85.2%

The comparison of median in-
comes and presidential votes
shows marked differences be-
tween the districts. Clearly, people
making $80,000 per year have dif-
ferent economic concerns than
those making 65 percent of that
amount. Without doubt, people
who supported George W. Bush
twice have a different agenda from
those who gave John Kerry 84.2
percent support and President
Obama 85.2 percent support (the
11th District’s support of President
Obama was fully 28 points lower
than that of Nancy Pelosi’s dis-
trict). With his 97 percent support
of Nancy Pelosi’s agenda, it is
equally clear that since Gerry
Connolly began his first term as
our Congressman, the 8th district
of California has had almost two
congressmen and the 11th District
of Virginia has had virtually none.

Congressman Connolly was
elected “president” of the fresh-
man class of congressmen newly
elected in 2008. It’s looking more
and more like there will be no
sophomore class for Gerry
Connolly.

 H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

Representing
Which State?
To the Editor:

On March 25, the Gazette pub-
lished freshman Congressman
Gerry Connolly’s (11th District of
Virginia) attempt to justify his sup-
port for the historic health care “re-
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Montebello
Fairfax County’s Best Keep Secret?

Montebello Marketing Incorporated
703-548-5958         800-446-4187
LoisCRBCRS@aol.com
www.MontebelloMarketing.com

Currently Offered
Hardwood floors throughout -
six panel doors - move-in
condition - $335,000

Spectacular nights and days
of views - indoor parking - $445,000

Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Real Estate Broker
Licensed in Virginia, Maryland and District of Columbia
Serving the Washington Metropolitan Area since 1978

DELAWARE BEACH DELIGHT
Where Victorian & Contemporary meld perfectly!

Jenn Barrows, Realtor, cell: 302-245-1730
Ocean Atlantic Sotheby’s International

Beautiful hardwood floors,
open kitchen, 1st floor master
and a home office too!
All this on 1.3 acres.

Upstairs 2BR suite can be
rented separately, they have
their own entrance.
900sf studio & fence.

Offered aggressively at $279,900.
Visit the on line house tour www.cpgtours.com/9117

302-227-6767

News

E. Hunt Burke,
Burke & Herbert
Bank & Trust
Company’s chief
executive officer,
has been elected
Chairman of the
Board effective
April 1.

Burke previ-
ously served as
president, and
was named chief executive officer
of the bank in July 2009.  He suc-
ceeds Charles K. Collum who
served as Chairman since 2002.  As
part of the executive leadership
transition, W. Scott McSween
joined the bBank in July 2009 as
president and chief operating of-
ficer. The fifth generation of his
family to lead the 158-year-old
bank, Burke has worked at the
bank in a variety of roles since the
age of 13 and then as a full-time
staff member for 30 years.

“I am honored to assume the
role of Chairman of Burke &
Herbert Bank,” said Burke.  “This
is an exciting time for our Bank.
We have produced record levels of
growth and earnings for two con-
secutive years, amid challenging
times for the banking industry and
the economy in general.  We now
move forward with the next excit-
ing chapter in our story.  Our near-
term future includes new and en-
hanced banking products and ser-
vices, improved use of technology,
and new branches in more North-
ern Virginia communities to offer
even greater convenience for our
customers.”

Burke was born and raised in
Alexandria, attended Episcopal
High School and the University of
Richmond.  He received his B.A.
from George Mason University
while working full time at Burke
& Herbert Bank.  He graduated
with honors from the Graduate
School of Bank Management at the
University of Virginia.  He and his
wife of 26 years, Molly, reside in
Alexandria with their four daugh-
ters.

Burke & Herbert Bank & Trust
Company, established in 1852, has
served both the Commonwealth of
Virginia and the Washington, D.C.,
area longer than any other bank
in the region. Burke & Herbert
Bank provides a range of personal
and business banking products
and services including mortgages,
business loans, trust services, 24-
hour online banking and mobile
banking. The bank operates more
than 20 branches in Northern Vir-
ginia.

Burke Named
Chairman of
The Board

E. Hunt
Burke
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Send announcements to the Gazette, by e-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s paper.
Photos and artwork encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard
at 703-778-9412 with questions.

The Quality Inn Mount Vernon Hotel of
Alexandria is the recipient of a prestigious 2010
Gold Hospitality Award from global lodging leader
Choice Hotels International Inc., franchisor of the
Quality brand.

As a top performing property among the
company’s more than 4,800 U.S. franchised hotels,
the Quality Inn Mount Vernon hotel is among the
top 10 percent of properties within the Quality
brand, and one of 16 hotels within the state of Vir-
ginia and one out of 60 hotels within the
1,336-strong Quality brand to receive “Gold
Award” status.

Business Notes

By Sharon Bulova

 Chairman, Fairfax County Board of

Supervisors

A
s we worked through our bud-
get process for adoption of the
Fiscal Year 2011 Budget, I was
reminded of an old story called

“Stone Soup.” According to one
variation of the story:

Tired, hungry soldiers came
upon a little village. When they
inquired about food, the villagers were re-
luctant to share their food stores, worried
that their limited supply would become
depleted.

And so, the soldiers set down their gear
in the village square and produced a large
pot. They filled the pot with water and a
large stone, then set it over a fire. A few
curious villagers walked over and asked
what the soldiers were making. The cap-
tain explained that they were making some-
thing called stone soup, which tasted won-
derful, but probably needed just a few more
ingredients. He offered to share the soup
with the villagers once it was finished.

One of the villagers returned and offered
to supplement the soup with a few pota-
toes, which he diced and put into the sim-
mering water. Another villager produced a
bunch of carrots and another offered to
share a few onions from her garden. These
small but tasty contributions continued
throughout the day.

Eventually the soup pot was full of a
hearty, delicious soup. That evening, the
entire village joined the soldiers in a satis-
fying feast of Stone Soup.

Last year at this time, during the most
severe economic breakdown in most of our
lifetimes, our Board adopted a budget which
closed a projected shortfall of $650 million.
The $3.3 billion General Fund budget we
adopted included $90.8 million of reduc-
tions and represented a decrease of $91.9
million from the previous year.

We started our budget process for Fiscal
Year 2011 well before any dust could settle
on the adoption of Fiscal Year 2010. While
the number is coming down, we are still
challenged with foreclosures, more than 700
in March 2010. Residential property values

have continued to decline, this year by ap-
proximately 6 percent. Commercial property
values dropped more than 18 percent.

In addition, as we began the process, we
anticipated reductions from the state as they
attempted to close their $4.2 billion budget
shortfall. We continue to be challenged with
increasing demands on county services from

families and individuals turning to
us for help with food stamps, util-
ity assistance, rent, housing assis-
tance and finding employment.

These dynamics all combine to challenge us
once again to close a projected shortfall —
this time of $257.2 million.

AS IN THE STORY of Stone Soup, the
process of closing that shortfall has been
one of impressive community engagement,
creativity and collaboration among County
staff and our non-profit partners. What be-
gan as a seemingly empty pot is a balanced
budget that, despite $91.3 million in reduc-
tions over last year, maintains critical ser-
vices, is sensitive to the taxpayer and pro-
tects the quality of life we value in Fairfax
County.

Coupled with a positive formula change
(of $61 million) in the Local Composite In-
dex (LCI) — State Funding to localities‚ our
$1.6 billion transfer to the schools fully
funds the Schools Board’s requested bud-
get and establishes a $45 million balance
for future Virginia Retirement System (VRS)
requirements.

The newly adopted $3.3 billion budget
contains many reorganizational changes
and efficiencies that help reduce the cost
for providing services, and in many, perhaps
most cases, improves the delivery of those
services and programs.

Highlights of Amendments to the Adver-
tised FY 2011 Budget include:

❖ A Real Estate Tax Rate of $1.09, an in-
crease of 5 cents. At this rate, the average
homeowner’s tax bill is a reduction of
$48.55;

❖ A 0.5 cent increase on the Real Estate
Tax Rate for the Stormwater Service Dis-
trict Levy. These two rates combined result
in a net reduction for the average
homeowner’s bill of $26.93;

❖ A Vehicle Registration Fee of $33 per

vehicle. Most other localities in Virginia
utilize this fee to provide local services;

❖ The Sewer Service Charge increases,
from $4.50 to $5.27. This fee increase ad-
dresses aging sewer infrastructure and com-
pliance with state and Federal Clean Water
and environmental mandates. Our rates
continue to be among the lowest in the re-
gion;

❖ A $1.6 billion Transfer to the Schools.
The Fairfax County Public Schools continue
to be more than 53 percent of the county’s
General Fund Budget;

❖ The Fiscal Year 2011 General Fund
(Schools & General County Combined) Bud-
get is a 2.7 percent reduction from the pre-
vious year.

Using a $21.6 million Reserve established
through agency/department savings
throughout Fiscal Years 2009 and 2010 the
following adjustments/restorations were
made to the County Executive’s Advertised
Budget:

❖ Reduced by known state reductions of
approximately $3 million

❖ Holds $7 million aside for additional
State Reductions and Critical Funding is-
sues for both the county and schools

❖ Reduce Board of Supervisors’ Office
Budgets by 2 percent, resulting in $81,350,
which is used to add one position to the
auditor to the Board’s office. The auditor
to the Board acts as an Inspector General’s
Office, and works through the Board’s Au-
dit Committee.

Human Services and CSB (Community
Services Board) Most Critical List is fully
restored - $1.4 million , includes: Mental
Health Adult Day Treatment Sites, Home
Respite for individuals with Intellectual Dis-
ability Services, Mental Health and Sub-
stance Abuse Programs, Partial restoration
for Domestic and Sexual Violence Services
and support for Commission for Women.

Police Restorations - $2.8 million: School
Resource Officers in Middle Schools ($2.1
million); 50 percent of Police Citizen Aide
Positions at District Stations; Marine Unit
and Traffic Safety Officers.

Fire & Rescue Officers - $2.5 million: Ba-
sic Life Support units; Seventh Fire & Res-
cue Battalion; Hazardous Material Support
Unit; Second set of gear for firefighters; and

Fireboat Patrols on the Potomac River and
Pohick Bay.

Parks and Library Restorations - $1.9 mil-
lion: Approximate 3 percent restoration for
Libraries – maintains Tuesday evening hours
at all 8 regional libraries; Library Access
Services; Athletic Field Maintenance Pro-
gram; Grounds maintenance staff – and re-
stores closing of restrooms; Nighttime court
lighting and lighting for practice fiends;
Truck Driver and Heavy Equipment (mobile
Crew) positions; Operation and manage-
ment at Martin Luther King Jr. Pool.

Other Restorations and Adjustments -
$2.7 million: All Connector routes; five Law
Clerks supporting Circuit Court Judges;
Support for Families4Kids and Mount
Vernon District Satellite Intake Center.

THE BUDGET fully funds the Priority 1
requirements of the Board Adopted Afford-
able Housing Blueprint through the use of
$4 million in operation revenues from the
Wedgewood affordable housing complex.
This funds the Bridging Affordability por-
tion of the Blueprint. This program, a part-
nership with non-profits and Faith commu-
nity organizations addresses homelessness,
provides affordable housing options to those
with special needs and reduces the waiting
lists for housing programs.

Budget adoption was the culmination of
an unprecedented level of community en-
gagement. Community Dialogues were held
throughout the County during the fall and
early winter. Throughout late February,
March and early April more than 20 Town
Meetings and Forums were hosted to receive
feedback on the Advertised Budget. Em-
ployee Budget Briefings and Dialogues were
organized by County Executive Tony Grif-
fin and by our Unions and Employee orga-
nizations. And lastly, hundreds of speakers
attended three days — over 20 hours — of
public hearings.

Like the villagers’ contributions in the
story of Stone Soup, this generous level of
public engagement enriched our process
and has resulted in a better product. When
we adopt a budget, we are investing in the
priorities of our community. I am glad to
have had the community at the table with
us during these months.

County Mixes Up Stone Soup Fairfax County adopts
Fiscal Year 2011 budget.

Commentary

Sing-along at Paul Spring
On April 16, Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club member
Bob Valone led the senior residents of Paul Spring
Retirement Community in a sing-along of old and
familiar songs. The program was developed in
conjunction with Darnall Graham, the program
directer of Paul Spring Retirement Community on
Fort Hunt Road.  Valone leads karaoke singing at a
number of area locations for his club, including
Psychiatric Rehabilitation Services, Mondloch
House, and Creekside and Sacramento Neighbor-
hood Centers.  For more information about volun-
teer community service activities through Mount
Vernon Kiwanis, see www.mtvernonvakiwanis.org
or its FaceBook page.
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alexandria
$499,900

Rarely available 2-
level penthouse unit
in Cameron Station.
Open floor plan w/2
bedrooms plus a
loft & 3.5 baths.
1,600 SF of living
space & many
amenities. Gas
fireplace & 2
parking spaces next
to elevator in secure
garage.

4951 Brennan
Park Dr. #407
Erika Carroll
703-568-7376

O
P
E
N
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U
N
D
A
Y

Alex./Old Town
$684,000

Location!  One
of Old Town’s
most charming
blocks is this
home’s setting.
2 bedrooms & 3
finished levels.

410 South
Lee Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alex./Del Ray $869,000
Three finished levels w/4 BR & 2 BA. Renovated from top to
bottom!  Situated on a huge lot w/a tiered deck & detached
garage! Blocks to Metro, shops & restaurants on “The Avenue.”

402 E. Luray Avenue
Christine Garner 703-586-4855

Alex./OT
$695,000

Super master
suite & private
guest suite. 4
finished levels.
2 fireplaces &
parking.
Totally up-
graded.

823 South
Lee Street

Diann Hicks
703-628-2440

Alex./Old Town
$745,000

Gorgeous
expanded &
updated top to
bottom with 2
bedrms, 2 baths,
family room
addition & fabulous
English garden!
Blocks to the River,
shops & restau-
rants in Old Town.

816 S. Pitt Street

Christine Garner
703-586-4855

Herndon $400,000’s
Tax credit ready & so much more! A front porch for relaxing, a brand new
kitchen, painting & carpet. All you have to do is plan the cookouts for
your deck w/retractable awning. Finished LL w/pool table & walk-out.

1207 Grant Street
Jonie Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Alexandria $658,000
Is there a better commute than the George Washington Parkway
along the Potomac River? After work, take kids & pets for a stroll on
the G.W. bike path. A totally renovated home  makes entertaining a
breeze—whether in the dining rm or cooking out on the deck.

8804 Camden Street
Jonie Koons 703-209-7277•Greg Koons 703-209-7678

Alexandria $1,298,000
River vistas from the master suite! 3 fully finished levels
with 2 fireplaces, 2-car garage & gorgeous large yard.

1808 Hunting Cove Place
Diann Hicks  703-628-2440

Alexandria $369,000
Beautiful two-level TH w/gleaming hardwoods, delightful patio &
charm galore. Updated kitchen w/new stove & flooring. Upstairs are
3 BR w/hdwds. Baths have been meticulously updated w/added
storage & fixtures. 3804 Keller Avenue

Julie Hall 703-786-3634

FA
IR
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NGTO

N

TO
W
NE

Lorton $224,500
Totally updated unit w/3 BR & 2 BA. A true key property & a regular
sale. Gourmet kitchen, Cherry floor on main level & plush carpet on
top level.  Updated bathrooms. Great for 1st time home buyers to get
$8,000 tax credit. 9655 Inverary Court
Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010•Cindy Baggett 703-793-1418

Alexandria
$549,900

Three level model
TH w/3 bedrms &
2.5 baths. Open
floor plan
w/hardwd floors,
large master suite
w/sitting area.
Fireplace, den &
storage in 2 car
garage. Great
location w/Metro
shuttle.

5066 Kilburn
Street

Ace Werner
703-625-0678

O
P
E
N

S
U
N
D
A
Y ARE YOU GETTING

THE (TAX) CREDIT
YOU DESERVE?

UP TO $8,000
FOR FIRST TIME BUYERS!

UP TO $6,500
FOR CURRENT BUYERS!

CALL OUR OFFICE TODAY—
TIME IS RUNNING OUT!

EXPIRES ON APRIL 30, 2010



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  April 22-28, 2010  ❖  19www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please be advised that on Thursday, April 29, 2010, between 9:00

p.m. and 9:30 p.m., a brief fireworks display will take place as part
of a private event at George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate &
Gardens. The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association thanks you for

your tolerance and apologizes for any disruption.
To receive Mount Vernon fireworks notifications via e-mail,

write to Events@MountVernon.org

Old Town Paint & Plaster
LOCAL PROFESSIONALRELIABLE PROMPT

Interior/Exterior

Plaster/Drywall

Carpentry/Trim

Pressure Washing

Whole Home Makeovers

Quality Painting

Install & Repair

Crown Moldings

Deck Maintenance

Budget Remodels

Enhancing The Value of Real Estate
Call Today!

703-683-0044
Or Email oldtownpaint@verizon.net

From Page 5

News

See Eagle Scouts,  Page 28

ment of DPWES of Fairfax
County to develop a storm water
detention dry pond to capture
flood water. Trouton enlisted doz-
ens of Scouts to plant hundreds of
trees, bushes and grasses that were
water loving and wildlife-friendly.

HUNTLEY MEADOWS PARK
also benefits from Eagle Scout
projects and often has more Scouts
offering to do projects than
projects themselves. Andrew
Freitas spent several days remov-
ing invasive species that were un-
derneath a heavily wooded area
while Benjamin Kirby used the
fallen logs cut down by the Park
Service to build several habitats
for small mammals. John Warfle
removed small trees that were en-
croaching and built small mammal
habitats from the debris.

Another place that has benefited
from Eagle projects is Collingwood
Library and Museum. Colin
Amerau designed and built an out-
door classroom and sample tables,
while Kevin Mandell from Troop
996 brought in truckloads of wood
chips to create an accessible path
down to the water.

Last year, Michael Curcio cleared
invasive plants from a section of
the grounds at Collingwood Li-
brary and Museum and then
planted native trees and shrubs,
donated by local nurseries, to pre-
vent soil erosion.

This project was made all the
more difficult because of the tor-
rential rain that persisted during
the day. However, several dedi-
cated Scouts, Assistant Scoutmas-
ter Bruce Clubb and Tom Curcio
persevered to complete the project
in the time allotted.

“Conducting an Eagle project
gave me the opportunity to design,
plan and implement a project that
will benefit the community,” said
Curcio. “Through the process, I
feel that I gained a greater under-
standing of dealing with obstacles
and logistical challenges, while
being able to lead others to accom-
plish a task.”

TROOP SPONSORS benefit
greatly from the Eagle projects.
Many local churches and schools
sponsor troops, among them
Aldersgate Church (Troop 996),
St. Luke’s Church, (Troop 654)
and Plymouth Haven Church
(Troop 888).

Troop 1509 is hosted at St.
Aidan’s Church, and John Pike,
committee chair, said, “We have a
very good relation with the church

Eagle Scouts
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Paul Scott Goodman
Performs at MetroStage

Songwriter’s solo-
show surveys
his own story.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

T
he self-described Scottish Jewish
Rock Musical, Paul Scott
Goodman’s “Son of a Stand Up

Comedian,”  has a venue problem — as in
“where should you perform?”

A pub might be right, if you could find a
Scottish pub. An Irish pub would probably
do. It would be too much of a stretch to try
to find a Scottish-Jewish pub, where songs
like “Oy Vey I’m Having a Baby!” wouldn’t
sound quite as strange as in a traditional
Irish pub.

A club like the Birchmere in Alexandria
might be a good fit, especially if the show
was presented as an opening act. It is, after
all, a solo performance piece where its au-
thor/songwriter stands center stage chat-
ting with the audience and singing his songs
while playing his guitar. That would prob-
ably require trimming the piece down a bit
to less than the 70 minutes it currently runs,
but the show would benefit from such trim-
ming.

Put it in a theater and call it a musical,
however, and the audience arrives with ex-
pectations that don’t quite match the mate-
rial. This is especially true since the theater
where the piece plays through May 9 —
Alexandria’s MetroStage — pleased its au-
diences immensely two years ago when it
presented an earlier musical by the same
Paul Scott Goodman and his wife Miriam
Gordon, “Rooms: A Rock Romance.” That
show told a very theatrical story in a very
theatrical way, with two actors assuming
roles, playing scenes set in multiple loca-
tions and singing songs that, while distinctly
rock flavored, were at heart musical the-
ater songs.

“Rooms” premiered here at MetroStage
and earned a Helen Hayes Award for its co-

Where and When
“Son of a Stand Up Comedian” plays

through May 9 at MetroStage, 1201
North Royal Street. Performances are
Friday at 8 p.m., Saturday at 5 p.m. and
8 p.m., Sunday at 3 p.m. Tickets are
$45 - $50. Call 800-494-8497 or log on
to www.metrostage.org.

Paul Scott Goodman in “Son of a Stand Up
Comedian.”

star, Natascia Diaz, before transferring to
New York where it played in an Off-Broad-
way theater to great acclaim, drew three
nominations for awards from the Outer Crit-
ics Circle and stimulated additional produc-
tions.

This new show, however, despite the
venue and the contributions of theatrical
director Michael Baron, it is a simple club
act that seems just a bit skimpy when a the-
ater offers it with tickets priced at $45 or
$50. Placing Goodman center-stage under
a spotlight with a microphone on a stand
and a guitar in his hands merely empha-
sizes the non-theatrical nature of the mate-
rial. Changing the lights on the rear screen
to reflect different emotional moments

doesn’t help much.
The material is arranged in

a chronological, autobio-
graphical order as Gordon ex-
plains his Scottish and Jewish
heritage, his immigration to
America and his involvement
with his first wife. It is centered
on the events of the summer
of 1988 which, he informs us,
was the hottest summer on
record in New York although
little of the feeling of a hot and
humid world comes through.

Gordon is an extremely lik-
able person and the audience
finds it easy to care about his
effort to escape the fate of
many would-be performers in
Manhattan — waiting tables
and serving at catered affairs.
He also tells about his father’s
career as a stand-up comedian.
He even throws in three rather
funny jokes from his dad’s rou-
tine although the impact of
that is to reenforce the feeling
that the audience is watching
a club act and not a theatrical
show.

Greg Holloway accompanies
Goodman on drums and

throws in an occasional rim shot on a punch
line. That, too, gives the club act feeling a
boost.

Brad Hathaway reviews theater in Virginia,
Washington and Maryland and writes about
theater for a number of national magazines.
He can be reached at
Brad@PotomacStages.com.

Musical Improved at Arena Wins Pulitzer
By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

“Next to Normal,” the musical that was
given a chance to improve at Arena Stage in
their Crystal City facility after a promising
beginning off-Broadway, has received this
year’s Pulitzer Prize for Drama, becoming only
the eighth musical in history to receive that
honor. The prize goes to composer Tom Kitt
and lyricist Brian Yorkey who also shared the
Tony Award for Best Original Score for a
Musical.

The show, a searing portrait of a family
dealing with the pressures caused by the
mother’s mental illness, a not-uncommon
mixture of bi-polar disorder and delusions,

had impressed audiences and critics when it
first opened in a full production at New York’s
Second Stage Theatre in 2008, but it was gen-
erally conceded that it still had room for im-
provement. Arena provided Kitt and Yorkey
with the opportunity to do that additional
work by bringing it to Crystal City where they
added, deleted or changed material to make
the show work better. In the end, they had
written an additional five songs for the musi-
cal.

The cast of six had remained relatively
stable with just two substitutions between the
Off-Broadway run and Arena. Alice Ripley,
who had played the role of the mother Off-
Broadway was joined by J. Robert Spencer as
her husband. Aaron Tveit and Jennifer

Damiano remained as their children. The full
cast that appeared at Arena remained with
the show when it opened in April of 2009 at
the Booth Theatre on Broadway where it is
still playing. It received three Tony Awards
including one for Ripley as Best Actress in a
Musical.

The Pulitzer Prize was established by news-
paper publisher Joseph Pulitzer to recognize
excellence in journalism, literature and mu-
sical composition. The first Pulitzer Prize for
Drama was awarded in 1918. Since that time,
the prize in Drama has been given “for a dis-
tinguished play by an American author, pref-
erably original in its source and dealing with
American life” each year with the exception
of 14 years when the Pulitzer Committee

chose not to give any award. “Next to Nor-
mal” is the second Pulitzer Prize winner that
went to Broadway from Arena Stage. In 1969
Howard Sackler’s drama “The Great White
Hope” became the first regional theatre pro-
duction to transfer complete with its original
cast to Broadway, and it went on to win not
only the Pulitzer but the Tony Award for the
Best Play.

The Pulitzer wasn’t awarded to a musical
until 1932 when it went to the musical satire
“Of Thee I Sing,” but even then, the award
went only to the writers of the lyrics and the
book and not to the composer, George
Gershwin. That policy was changed in 1950
when the recipients for the second musical

See Pulitzer,  Page 21

Fairfax County Public Schools is sponsor-
ing its eighth annual Princess for a Night
project, which enables high school-age girls
to attend prom without spending a lot of
money.

During April, formal dresses and other
prom essentials are collected at several
drop-off points in Northern Virginia and
Washington, D.C. In May, events are held
at local high schools so that students can
select dresses, shoes, handbags, and jew-
elry free of charge.  Donations can be
brought to the following locations:

❖ Gold’s Gym, 7770 Richmond Highway
in the Alexandria area of Fairfax County,
from 4:45 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday through
Friday; 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday; and 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday.

❖ T. C. Williams High School, 3330 King
Street, Alexandria, between 7:30 a.m. and
4 p.m. Monday through Friday in the main
office.

Shopping and dress selection will take
place at the following locations:

❖ Mount Vernon High School, 8515 Old
Mount Vernon Road in the Alexandria area
of Fairfax County.

❖ Friday, May 7, 5 to 8 p.m.
❖ Saturday, May 8, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
❖ Monday, May 10, 2:15 to 6 p.m.
❖ T. C. Williams High School, 3330 King

Street, Alexandria. Enter through the Chin-
quapin Drive entrance and follow the signs.

❖ Friday, May 14, 4 to 6 p.m.

Annual Princess
For a Night Project
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The Chiropractic Associates, Old Town
1240 N. Pitt St., Old Town Alexandria

FREE Nutrition Assessment

“I have not felt this good in years! Everyone should do this
assessment to find out what is truly ailing them.” –FD

“Thank you for giving me my health back! Your analysis was able to
find the cause of my headaches and fatigue very quickly.” –AB

Dr. Sean Woods’ nutritional approach gets to the
bottom of your health concerns. The initial

assessment is done quickly without the need for
expensive tests and is 100 percent natural.

Call 703-739-0456 to start today!

ever to win the award, “South Pa-
cific,” included composer Richard
Rodgers. This year’s citation reads
“Awarded to ‘Next to Normal,’ mu-
sic by Tom Kitt, book and lyrics by
Brian Yorkey, a powerful rock musi-
cal that grapples with mental illness
in a suburban family and expands
the scope of subject matter for mu-
sicals.”

Some controversy surrounds the
selection of “Next to Normal” for this
year’s prize. The 17-member
Pulitzer board chose not to give the
award to any of the three plays rec-
ommended by its five-member
drama jury, and instead, award it to
this musical which had been “men-
tioned favorably” in the jury’s report.
It is not unusual for the board to
make up its own mind rather than
ratify the jury’s views — only three
years ago David Lindsay-Abaire’s
“Rabbit Hole” received the nod over
the jury’s recommendation, and the
year before that, the board chose not
to award a prize at all even though
the jury had submitted three plays
for consideration. The New York
Times has reported that this year,
after the board met and none of the
three plays recommended by the
jury received the requisite majority
vote, some members of the board
went to see “Next to Normal” for
themselves after it had been praised
in the juror’s report. The next day, a
three-fourths vote of the board
moved it into contention for the
award and it was then selected for
this year’s award, which is a cita-
tion and $10,000.

From Page 20

Theater

Musical
Improved at
Arena Wins
Pulitzer

Open life drawing continues at the
Del Ray Artisans gallery.  These sessions
operate on a drop-in basis so there is no
need to register in advance.

The fee for each three-hour session is
$8 for DRA members and $10 for non-
members.  Two-hour sessions are $6 for
members and $8 for non-members.
Check the Del Ray Artisans calendar
www.thedelrayartisans.org. Contact
Katherine Rand at 703-836-1468 or
DRA.LifeDrawing@gmail.com.

May 12: 11a.m. - 1p.m. gesture
  2 p.m. - 5 p.m.  short/long pose
May 26: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. gesture
  2 p.m. - 5 p.m.  short/long pose
June 9: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. gesture
  2 p.m. - 5 p.m. short/long pose
June 23: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. gesture
  2 p.m. - 5 p.m. short/long pose
At the Del Ray Artisans gallery, 2704

Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria.

Open Life
Drawing Sessions



22  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  April 22-28, 2010 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  April 22-28, 2010  ❖  23www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Benefit Concert
For United Commnuty Ministries (UCM)

Thursday, May 6, at 7:00 p.m.
Aldersgate United Methodist Church

European based, bass-baritone singer, Robert Hale, returns to area to join forces with the exceptional
vocal talents of soprano, Julie Davis. Chicago-area pianist, Ovid Young, will appear as accompanist
for Mr.Hale and Ms. Davis.

“Their combination of internationally recognized artistry and deep spiritual sensitivity
is as moving as it is rare.” –Dr. Michael Crabtree, SMU

You are invited to a reception after the performance to meet the artists.
Special thanks to the Mount Vernon Gazette.

From Mozart and Broadway to hymns and spirituals – something for everyone!

Tickets; $25.00 per person • $20.00 Seniors • $10.00 Students
Order online:

www.ucmhaledavis.eventbrite.com
or by phone:

Heritage Presbyterian Church at
703-360-9546

Checks, cash and VISA/MC accepted

Aldersgate United Methodist Church
1301 Collingwood at Fort Hunt Road

Alexandria, VA 2208

Heritage Presbyterian Church
Co-Sponsor

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Pho-
tos and artwork are encouraged. Deadline
is Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-778-9412
with questions.

ONGOING
The Del Ray Farmers Market is now

open year round — located at the
corner of Mt. Vernon Avenue and
Oxford Avenue in Del Ray.  During the
winter months the market will be open
9 am to noon each Saturday. The Del
Ray Market farmers that will be there
are Smith Meadows meats, eggs, fresh
pasta and sauces; Amish cheese,
yogurt, bakery goods, eggs and jams
and jellies; winter vegetables; fancy
nuts; pralines; and bakery goods. Any
questions, contact Pat Miller at
pmiller1806@comcast.net.

FRIDAY AFTERNOONS
Tea Dances. 1-3:15 p.m. Group class

from 1-1:30 p.m. Ballroom, Latin and
Swing music. $11/person. At the
Dance Studio Lioudmila, 18 Roth
Street, 2nd Floor (off Duke Street),
Alexandria. Call 703-751-8868.

THURSDAY/APRIL 22
Gardening for All Ages. 6-8 p.m.

Clever and practical ways to continue
(or start) this great hobby, even when
your body is losing its bend-ability.
Includes creative ways to inspire
younger members of the family. At
Marina Towers, 501 Slaters Lane,
Alexandria. With Master Gardener
Jane King, resident of Del Ray and Vice
Chairman, Alexandria Commission on
Aging. Sponsored by AHA! At Home in
Alexandria.

Duncan Book Sale. 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
At Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria.   Call
703-838-4566.

U.S. Navy Concert Band Performs.
7:30 p.m. Free. Featuring the winner
of the 2010 Navy Band High School
Concerto Competition. At the Rachel
M. Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts
Center, Northern Virginia Community
College, Alexandria. Call 202- 433-
2525, or visit www.navyband.navy.mil.

U.S. Army Band. 7-9 p.m. Free. At the
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N.
Union St., Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4565 or go to www.torpedofactory.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 23
Hip Hop Artist Freeze Solo. 9 p.m. to

3 a.m. At the Weyone Lounge,
Landmark Mall, Alexandria. For ages
21 and up. The show is hosted by
Jo’Iyce of AroundDaBlock.

Mount Vernon High School’s Golf
Scramble. Hosted by the Parent
Council for the Class of 2010, will be at
Fort Belvoir Golf Club to support the
All Night Grad Party.  Flyer can be
downloaded at
www.MVHSClass2010.com or e-mail
mvhs2010golf@live.com.

Lady Windermere’s Fan. 8 p.m. Join
the Gadsby’s Tavern Museum Society
for an evening at the Little Theatre of
Alexandria. Enjoy an exclusive
performance of “Lady Windermere’s
Fan,” Oscar Wilde’s play about
infidelity, misunderstandings,
deception and honor.  Tickets are $35/
regular admission and $30/GTMS;
includes an opening cocktail reception
at 7 p.m. and admission to the play at
8 p.m. At 600 Wolfe Street. 703-746-
4242. www.gadsbystavern.org

SATURDAY, APRIL 24
Festival of the Arts. 6-9 p.m. At

Bishop O’Connell High School. Student
artwork, dance, music, poetry and
much more will be on stage and on
display for the community. There will
be an open-mic coffeehouse and a
prom fashion show, too. Tickets are

available at the door: $3 for students,
$5 for adults, or $10 per family. At
6600 Little Falls Road, Arlington. Visit
www.bishopoconnell.org.

Benefit Concert. 8 p.m. Happy Birthday
Barber, Schumann and Chopin — an
evening of chamber music. Free-will
donations to benefit the American
Youth Chorus’ Scott Upright
Scholarship Memorial Fund. At Trinity
United Methodist Church, 2911
Cameron Mills Road, Alexandria.
Contact music@trinityalexandria.org
or 703-549-5500, x103.

Mother’s Day Shopping. 1-5 p.m.
With Creative Memories, Avon,
Independent Premiere Designs
Jewelry, Mary Kay Cosmetics and
more. At Roogas Hollin Hall, 7942 Ft.
Hunt Road, Alexandria.

Native Plant Sale.  9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Free.  Largest native plant sale in D.C.
metro area hosts 14 vendors from five
states selling perennials, shrubs, and
trees.  Parkfairfax parking lot, 3601
Valley Drive, Alexandria.  Call 571-
232-0375 or visit
www.home.earthlink.net/~sknudsen/.

Big Sale. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Hosted by
Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore and
the Washington Metro Chapter of the
American Society of Interior Designers.
Designer donated items for sale
include wall hangings, fabrics, trim,
cabinets, blinds, shades, architectural
details, countertops, tile, curtain rods,
furniture and much more.  All proceeds
go to Habitat for Humanity. At
ReStore, 7770 Richmond Highway
(behind Gold’s Gym), Alexandria.
Contact Joann Manzek, ASID at 703-
731-4968.

Earth Day Celebration. 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. This year’s theme is “Teach

(Green), Learn (Green), Live (Green).”
Activities include the Annual Earth Day
Tree Sale; the Plastic Bag Recycling
Collection Award Presentation with
Sen. Patsy Ticer; live acoustic music by
Ted Hovis and classic rock music by
the band, The Road; the Arbor Day
tree planting; and a performance by
Blue Sky Puppets. There will also be a
Green Home Workshop; a guided bike
tour along Holmes Run; live animal
exhibits; and a used book and media
items collection. Food and beverages
will be sold.  At Ben Brenman Park,
4800 Brenman Park Drive, Alexandria.
Visit www.alexearthday.org.

Rummage Sale. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Hollin Meadows Elementary School’s
Care and Share Committee will be
hosting their second annual rummage
sale at the Earth Day Celebration.
Books, toys, housewares, clothes and
more. At Hollin Meadows Elementary
School, 2310 Nordok Place,
Alexandria.

Alexandria’s Largest Flea Market.
150-plus families have donated
furniture, kid/baby gear, toys,
electronics, sporting goods, household
items and more. Early admission is 8
a.m. ($10); general admission is 9 a.m.
(free). Everything 50 percent off after
noon; free after 2 p.m.  At Mount
Vernon Recreation Center, 2701
Commonwealth Avenue, Alexandria.
Visit www.mvbigflea.com.

Jewelry Spa. Complimentary jewelry
cleaning. Browse Evelyn Brooks
Designs’ EcoChic Spring Collection
2010. At A Show of Hands, 2204 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria.

Spring Modern Dance Performance.
7 p.m. All new works by local

MAY 1-2
Washington International Fine Arts Festival. Free. Some 135 of the nation’s

top artisans will be exhibiting 14,000 pieces of original artwork covering a
broad gamut of media and prices. Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. At the National Harbor, PG County. Visit
www.paragonartevents.com.

See Calendar,  Page 24
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SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY BUFFET

Royal Restaurant
The

The Royal is where Old Town Dines since 1904!

734 North Saint Asaph Street
(703) 548-1616

Free Parking
*plus taxes & gratuities. One per person

Sunday Breakfast Buffet 7-11 am
Adult........$11.75* Children under 12 ....$4.50*
Mother’s Day Brunch Special 11 am-3 pm
Adult........$14.00* Children under 12 ....$7.95*

Alcoholic beverages available

Most Breakfast Buffet Items
on our brunch fare menu.

 Chilean Sea Bass & Salmon, VA Ham & Raisin Sauce,
Omelette Station, Sliced Hot Roast Beef Au Jus,

Chicken Florentine, Oven Browned Potatoes, Rice Pilaf,
Pasta Marinara, Green Vegetables,

Pasta Salad, Fresh Fruit, Home Made Desserts
- Reservations Recommended -

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith
Community, call Karen

at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour

Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…
703-549-5544

FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST
CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...

703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES—BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…

703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...

703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST

CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…

703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

 MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…

703-836-3083

CHURCHES—EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...

703-360-4220

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH...
703-780-3081

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL
CHURCH...703-765-4342

ST. MARK EPISCOPAL
CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES—LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN

CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
BETHANY LUTHERAN….

703 765-8255
 EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN

CHURCH….703-765-5003
GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
MISSOURI SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…

201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...

703-417-9665

CHURCHES—PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-683-3348

OLD PRESBYTERIAN
 MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…
703-360-9546

MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…
703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES—UNITED
METHODIST

ALDERSGATE UNITED
METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY
 UNITED METHODIST...

703-836-2406
DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-549-2088

FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH....703-671-8557

ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREW’S UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…703-549-5500
WASHINGTON FARM UNITED

METHODIST...703-780-4696
WASHINGTON STREET UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES—UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES—UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES—ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…
703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES—REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...
703-313-6249

OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...
703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD...703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY
ALEXANDRIA  CITADEL ....703-836-2427

b b

Wesley United Methodist Church

10 am Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School classes (child to adult)
and youth group (7th to 12th grade)

9 am to noon Monday through Friday Pre-School

8412 Richmond Ave, Alexandria, VA 22309
(just off Richmond Highway, near Fort Belvoir & Mount Vernon)

703-780-5019 • www.wesleyva.org

Check it out!

St. James’
Episcopal Church

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
Office: 703-780-3081
www.StJamesMV.org

8 AM - Holy Eucharist - no music
All Education programs – 9:00 AM
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music

Calendar

choreographers. Tickets are $10/adults,
$5/ages 12-17. At George Washington
Middle School, 1005 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Visit www.ccpdance.org,
ccpdance@gmail.com. Call  703-683-
2070

Grace on the Road: Silent and Live
Auction. 7-9:30 p.m. Tickets are $10
and include tasty tidbits and beverage.
Items up for bid will include Tinga
Tinga art from Tanzania, Washington
Nationals baseball tickets, a week at a
beach house, and tea for 20. To
purchase tickets in advance, contact
Eleanor Reed
eleanor.reed@gracealex.org), Cindy
Diehl (cindy.diehl@gracealex.org), or
Theresa Lewallen
(theresa.lewallen@gracealex.org).
Grace Episcopal Church, 3601 Russell
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-549-1980.

2010 Spring UCM Gala. 6 to 11 p.m.
Benefits the United Community
Ministries. This year’s theme is ‘UCM in
Bloom: Helping Our Community
Flourish’ and includes cocktails and a
formal dinner.  At the Mount Vernon
Country Club, 5111 Old Mill Road,
Alexandria. Tickets are $125 and can
be purchased by calling 703-768-7106
or online @ www.ucmagency.org.

Helping Hands Fund-Raiser. 4-6:30
p.m. for Kids; organized tennis 7-10
p.m. for adults. Round Robin Tennis,
tennis drills, fastest serves, and games.
Proceeds benefit the Inova Fairfax
Hospital for Children Pediatric
Oncology Program. At Mount Vernon
Athletic Club, 7950 Audubon Ave.,
Alexandria.  Call 703-360-7300.

7th Grade Sneak Preview. 5-6 p.m. For
seventh-graders and their families. At
Bishop O’Connell High School, Upper
Gym, 6600 Little Falls Road, Arlington.
Visit www.bishopoconnell.org or call
703-237-1433.

Book Blast & Kid Fun Fest. 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Thousands of books, CDs, DVDs
and more — all priced to move. Plus

From Page 23

five performances and activities for
kids. At Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave., Alexandria.

Model UN Event. 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Annual BI Model UN Conference At
Bishop Ireton High School.

APRIL 24 AND 25
Wine and Pottery Auction. Collection

of Bon Vivant Food Writer R.W.
“Johnny” Apple Jr. Wine will be sold
along with 100 items from Apple’s
collection of Arts and Crafts pottery by
artisans such as Rookwood, Roseville
and Fulper.   At the Potomack
Company, 526 North Fayette Street in
Old Town Alexandria. Call 703-684-
4550 or visit
www.potomackcompany.com.

SUNDAY/APRIL 25
West Point Glee Club Concert. 4:30

p.m. at Hayfield Secondary School,
7630 Telegraph Road, Alexandria. This
concert is intended to honor veterans,
members of the “greatest generation,”
wounded warriors and their families.
Reserve at https://secure.west-
point.org/wpagc/ or 703-263-2364.

Family Tour Days at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum. 1-4 p.m. Families
are invited to tour the historic tavern
as Junior Docents, volunteers from
grades 3 through 6, share their
enthusiasm for history with your
family.  At 134 North Royal Street. Call
703-746-4242 or visit
www.gadsbystavern.org.

Rabies Vaccination Clinic. 2-4 p.m.
Rabies vaccinations cost $10, payable
by cash or check only. Appointments
are not necessary. At the Animal
Welfare League of Alexandria shelter.
Call 703-838-4774 ext. 225.

Carpenter’s Shelter Cook-Off. Noon
to 3 p.m. Fund-raiser for homeless
adults and families. Features food

samples from 23 restaurants, music by
the Melonheads, face painting and
other children’s activities, hourly raffles
for dinners at local restaurants
including drawing for special chef’s
table evening for four.  Tickets are
$40/adults, $5/children. At The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Call 703-548-7500, ext.
204.  Or, buy tickets online at
www.carpentersshelter.org and click
on the link to buy tickets and raffle
tickets.

TUESDAY/APRIL 27
“The Lark Farm.” 7:30 p.m.  Film

screening by the Alexandria-Gyumri
Sister Cities Comm. The Alexandria-
Gyumri Committee is chartered by the
City of Alexandria and its mission is
help Gyumri, its sister City in Armenia.
At the Lyceum in Old Town
Alexandria.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 28
Food Discussion. 7 to 9 p.m. Anne

Palmer, program director, Johns
Hopkins University Center for a Livable
Future, and Ann Carroll, senior policy
analyst, Brownfields  Program Office ,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
will present “Food Security in the
Metropolitan Environment:  Increasing
Food Access in America.” At the
Virginia Tech Alexandria Center, 1021
Prince Street, Third Floor Conference
Room. Contact Kris Wernstedt, 703-
706-8132 or krisw@vt.edu.

Author David O. Stewart. 7:30 p.m.
Author of Impeached: The Trial of
President Andrew Johnson and the
Fight for Lincoln’s Legacy. Hosted by
the Friends of Duncan Library. At
Duncan Library, 2501 Commonwealth
Avenue, Alexandria. Call 703-838-
4566.
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A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

DECKS DECKS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

TAYLOR RESTORATION
Small Jobs Welcome

Carpentry, wood fencing,
deck restoration

pressure washing, landscaping,
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, minor

plumbing, general repairs & more

703-780-4181
Cell: 571-245-7492

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

HAULING HAULING HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Bridge/Highway Maintenance 
Positions Available

DBI Services, LLC, a leading national high-
way maintenance contractor is seeking quali-
fied applicants for positions to work on a 
newly acquired contract for the Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge involving routine highway and 
bridge maintenance, incident response, and 
snow & ice operations.

• Project Manager, Area Managers,
Office Manager

• Lead Technicians, Technicians, 
Security Personnel

Candidates for these positions must be able to 
travel to and from job sites, be organized, self 
motivated, team oriented with excellent plan-
ning and communication skills.  Candidates 
must pass stringent federal background secur-
ity check.

Experience in bridge and highway mainte-
nance is required.  Experience in performance 
based maintenance, asset management or state 
DOT is preferred.  We offer an excellent sal-
ary, and benefits package. For confidential 
consideration, please send resume, including 
salary requirements to:

DBI Services, LLC
Attn: Ellen Mendofik
100 North Conahan Drive
Hazleton, PA  18201
Fax:  (570) 459-5363
E-Mail: emendofik@dbiservices.com 

EEO/AAP M-F-D-DV

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINING OF VIRGINIA
Lorton and Centreville

Call 703-409-1992 for details or visit
www.datcpofva.com to Enroll!!

CPR and Radiation Certification
Administrative and Office Management available.

SCHEV APPROVED

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Hotel Service Personnel
Seeking PT and/or FT persons to per-
form Restaurant/Front Desk & Driving 
reponsibilities.  Must be over 21 with 
valid driver’s license.  Apply in person at

Comfort Inn of Alexandria
5716 S. Van Dorn St.

Alexandria, VA  22310

NOW HIRING
Asst. Mgr/Cooks/Cashiers/

Food Runners
Interviews Sat & Sun 24th & 25th, 

10am-2pm
Foster’s Grille Alexandria

Hoffman Center
2004 Eisenhower Ave,
Alexandria, VA 22314

www.FostersGrille.com
703-519-0055

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS
$17.00 Base-Appt.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3: • Alexandria
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➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

3-Fam Yard Sale. Sat 4/24, 
8 am. No early birds. 

Lots of toys, electronics, art
9224 Forest Haven Dr, 

Mt Vernon

Riverside Gardens 
Neighborhood Yard Sale 

Sat 4/24, 8-12, r/d 4/25, 12-4. 
Ft. Hunt to Old Stage Rd.

102 Instruction

TUTORING in Spanish, Math 
and/or English from honor roll 
college graduate, 2009. Call 
Hal, 703-864-6616, for short-
term   help   or   more in-depth 
tutoring, $25/45 minutes, 
$30/hour.

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 

pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 
1-877-205-2780

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Rolan Painting Plus
• • •   Free Estimates  • • •

•Interior / Exterior 
•Drywall, Wallpaper removal, Tiling, 
•Flooring and more.

Over 20 years experience
Excellent references

Call us: 703-887-9706
E-mail us: capo4u@verizon.net

Location:
Northern Virginia

PAINTING PAINTING

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

LAWN SERVICE

 Aeration,
Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up,

Mulching,
Tree Cutting,

Handyman work
Licensed            Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or

703-328-2270

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

When spider
webs unite, they
can tie up a lion.
-Ethiopian Proverb
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Saving the Planet
One Pill Bottle at a Time

2204 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria, VA
703-836-1700 • www.delraypharmacy.com

Stop by the Neighborhood Pharmacy on Earth Day, April
22 (or any day) to safely dispose of unused or expired
prescription over-the-counter medications.

It is estimated that 250 million pounds of unused
medications are improperly disposed of each year. That is
why we want to help you safely dispose of medicines that
may be dangerous to others and to the environment.

Simply bring in your drugs in their original containers and
we will work to dispose of the medications in an
environmentally friendly way, free of charge.*

And come by anytime to talk with the pharmacist about
your prescriptions and how to store, use, and dispose of
them properly.

*Controlled substances cannot be accepted. Call the pharmacy for more information.

From Page 7

From Page 4

News

regulations to reduce the amount of nutrients dis-
charged [into the Chesapeake Bay] so the county is
doing a number of things and this project is one that
will help,” Worthy said. “This will keep 1.5 million
gallons [of waste water] from going into Chesapeake
Bay every day.”

According to Worthy, the project was something
that the county had conceived years ago, but never
got past the planning stage as money to fund con-
struction never materialized. However, when the fed-
eral government announced that it would be distrib-
uting stimulus money for public works projects
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act last year, Worthy said that the county quickly
applied.

The application was accepted soon thereafter and
the county was awarded $6.5 million for the project.

Water Reuse Project
Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/construction/

water_reuse/ for more information about the Water Reuse
Project.

Going Green, Saving Green

The county put out a request for proposals, and af-
ter a competitive bidding process, M.A. Bongiovanni,
Inc. was chosen as the contractor after submitting
the lowest bid. A wastewater consulting firm, the
company also entered into a team design build agree-
ment with Fairfax-based planning and design firm
Dewberry to work on the project.

“We have worked on many projects of various sizes
with Fairfax County,” said Dewberry Spokeswoman
Molly Wagner. “We are always thrilled to support its
projects and we are very happy to work on this criti-
cal issue with [the county].”

Worthy said that construction will begin in June
and will be finished in August 2011.

celebration of Women’s’ History
Month. Seniors Katie Lucas, Brittany
Pruitt, Thao Pham, Tracy King
and Betsy Diaz got a chance to meet
Mrs. Obama and take a group photo.
They also heard the President speak and
mingled with many other prominent
women who also attended the event.

The following local students have
graduated from Excelsior College.

❖ Ariana Sarita Ramirez, a resi-
dent of Alexandria, has earned a
Bachelor of Science degree.

❖ Nancy Vo, a resident of Alexan-
dria, has earned a Bachelor of Science
degree.

The Mount Vernon-Lee Cham-
ber of Commerce announces that
scholarships for 2010 graduating high
school seniors, pursuing further educa-
tion in a business related field, are now
available.

Six scholarships will be awarded
in the amount of $2,000 each and
are open to all students living in
Mount Vernon and Lee Districts.  Ap-
p l i ca t ions  a re  ava i lab le  a t
www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org, at
school career centers, or by calling
703-360-6925.  Students may apply
online or download an application
and return it.  All applications must
be received by the Mount Vernon-
Lee  Chamber  o f  Commerce  by
Friday, April 23.

School Notes
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From Page 19

News

— they don’t charge us and we use the
space. They get a direct benefit [from us]
as a result of their support. Free service is
the most efficient way to get things done.”

Robert Reynolds researched composting
and designed a multi-stage composting bin
for the garden behind St. Aidan’s Church,
while Patrick Dunford removed the invasive
plants and several overhanging dead tree
limbs that were a hazard.

Michael Fijalk pulled invasive plants from
the end of the church that was facing Riv-
erside road and moved several plants ac-
cording to the overall landscaping plan.

James Johnson took care of the area be-
hind the shed next to the parking lot that
was overgrown and home to several spe-
cies of rodents that were a hazard to the
neighbors as well as the gear in the shed.
Johnson removed all the invasive plants and
planted several young trees.

Bruce Clubb, who supervises Eagle
projects for Troop 1509, likens the process
to the educational system, and said, “They
have an oral exam, and then they do a
project [like a thesis].”

THESE PROJECTS are not to be taken

lightly. Before they even start preparing for
Eagle, the Scouts have to achieve several
levels, earn a few dozen badges and spend
3-5 years to get to the point that they can
begin the journey to Eagle.

That journey requires a Scout to research
and prepare detailed plans for his project;
meet regularly with his Scoutmaster and
coordinate his volunteers. Each project con-
tributes 90-150 volunteer hours.

The following list from the BSA Web site
outlines the requirements:

❖ Be active in your troop, team, crew, or
ship for a period of at least six months after
you have achieved the rank of Life Scout.

❖ Demonstrate that you live by the prin-
ciples of the Scout Oath and Law in your
daily life. List the names of individuals who
know you personally and would be willing
to provide a recommendation on your be-
half, including parents/guardians, religious,
educational, and employer references.

❖ Earn a total of 21 merit badges.
❖ While a Life Scout, serve actively for a

period of six months in one or more of the
following positions of responsibility [assis-
tant senior patrol leader, chaplain aide, den
chief, historian, instructor, junior assistant
scoutmaster, librarian, Order of the Arrow
troop representative, patrol leader, quarter-

master, scribe, senior patrol leader, troop
guide, Venture patrol leader, troop
webmaster, or Leave No Trace instructor.

❖ While a Life Scout, plan, develop, and
give leadership to others in a service project
helpful to any religious institution, any
school, or your community. (The project
should benefit an organization other than
Boy Scouting.) The project plan must be
approved by the organization benefiting
from the effort, your Scoutmaster and troop
committee, and the council or district be-
fore you start.

❖ Take part in a Scoutmaster Conference.
❖ Successfully complete an Eagle Scout

board of review.
Tom Roberts’ son, Sam, collected over

2,000 toothbrushes and delivered them to
Africa. Roberts, who is a local dentist and
former committee chair, said, “It comes back
to service and giving back. It teaches ser-
vice on a basic level. It opens a door to
young people, showing them that they can
get more out of giving than taking — and
hopefully this will follow them as they be-
come adults.”

Eagle Scout Projects
Serve Community

Tired and dirty, Scouts from Troop 1509 congratulate themselves on
completing Michael Curcio’s Eagle project at Collingwood Library &
Museum.
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Sports

See Sports Briefs,  Page 30

See Belanger,  Page 30

Mount Vernon’s
Jones Competes in
Capital Classic

 Mount Vernon senior basketball player
Skylar Jones participated in the 37th Capi-
tal Classic All-Star Game on April 15 at
American University. Jones’ Suburban All-
Stars lost to the District All-Stars, 109-100.

Jones, a starter, finished with seven points
on 3-for-11 shooting. He also grabbed six
rebounds in 18 minutes.

The 6-foot-4 Jones will play collegiately
at Niagara.

Majors, Wolverines to
Compete in
All-Star Games

Mount Vernon basketball players Robert
Smith and Tre’ Ferguson and West Potomac’s
Martez Redfearn and Keevyn Hankins will
participate in the 2010 Northern Region All-
Star boys basketball game festivities on
April 24 at Wakefield High School. Players

from the Patriot and Liberty districts will
face athletes from the National and
Concorde districts. There will also be a dunk
contest and 3-point shootout.

Hankins and Redfearn will compete in the
dunk contest, which begins at 6:30 p.m. The
game starts at 7:30 p.m.

Mount Vernon Boys
Suffer First Loss

The Mount Vernon boys soccer team lost
to Yorktown 3-1 on April 16, stopping the
Majors’ season-opening win streak at eight.

Mount Vernon will travel to face Stuart
at 7 p.m. April 22.

Mount Vernon
Baseball Wins
Ninth out of 10

The Mount Vernon baseball team de

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

G
irls soccer teams in the North-
ern Region know beating
Mount Vernon involves dealing
with Charlene Belanger. What

isn’t so certain for opponents is on which
end of the field Belanger will be causing
problems.

Belanger plays goalkeeper and forward
for the Majors and has been recruited by
colleges at both positions. She is orally com-
mitted to American University as a goalie,
yet performed well enough as a forward to
garner all-region honors her sophomore
season.

Mount Vernon head coach Tony Garza
tells Belanger where she’ll play prior to each
game, though she usually starts at goalie
during National District contests. When
Belanger plays forward, freshman Alexis
LyBarger takes over in goal.

As a keeper, Belanger has 27 saves. As a
forward, she’s tallied six assists and a team-
high four goals. Belanger has an impact
wherever she plays and brings with her a
passion for the game.

“It’s just really exciting to play two dif-
ferent positions,” she said. “I’ll play any-
where. I just like to play.”

Once Belanger knows her assignment, she

selects her game attire and starts focusing
on the task at hand.

“You have to get in the mindset of what
you’re doing,” she said. “When you play
forward you have to score, but when you’re

playing defense you have to deny it. It’s re-
ally just getting in the mindset of what’s
being asked of you that day.”

In the season opener against Wakefield
on March 25, Belanger scored three second-

half goals to lead the Majors to a 3-2 vic-
tory. Against Yorktown on April 16, Mount
Vernon was on defense for much of the con

tom of the seventh.

Q: What’s your favorite food?
A: Something from Chick-fil-A.

Q: What are your plans for after
high school?

A: Either [go to] the University of Wyo-
ming or Sewanee: The University of the
South (in Tennessee). I want to go out
and experience new places, new people.
I’m not a city guy. I like being outdoors.

— Jon Roetman

Q: What location is the farthest
you’ve traveled from the Wash-
ington D.C. metro area?

A: I’ve been to Australia twice.

Q: Who are your favorite pro
baseball team and player?

A: My pro team is the Phillies. My fa-
vorite player is Roberto Clemente. He
played the game the right way. He al-
ways hustled. The guys from the old
days, people don’t play the game the
same way anymore.

Q: What’s the best feeling you
can have during a baseball
game?

A: Come-from-behind win in the bot-

Five questions with
West Potomac senior
catcher David Burns

West Potomac senior David Burns.
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Mount Vernon’s Belanger Proves Dual Threat
Junior is committed to
American as goalie,
team’s leading goal-
scorer as forward.

Mount Vernon junior Charlene Belanger plays goal-
keeper and forward for the Majors. She’s orally
committed to American University as a goalkeeper
and earned all-region honors as a forward.

Senior defender Gabby Gadson, left, is a standout on
the Mount Vernon girls soccer team.
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“As an overall player, I don’t want to use
the [term] ‘heart and soul’ of our team,
but every single player on our team
looks to her for guidance, looks to her
for leadership on the field.”

— Mount Vernon head girls soccer coach Tony Garza on
Charlene Belanger

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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Sports

From Page 29

Former and current Alexandria Potomac Little League
presidents (from left) Mike Aitken (2008-09), Warren
Payne (current) and Pat Malone (2004-05) are seen during
opening day on April 17 at Bucknell Elementary School.
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Sports Briefs

test. Belanger played keeper
and, after allowing a first half goal,
made several athletic saves during
a 1-0 loss to the Patriots.

Belanger is “fantastic,” Yorktown
coach Vicky Brunt said. “I thought
we were getting in and then serv-
ing soft crosses in, which she was
of course eating up. I don’t think
that we tested her — and I’m sure
she would have done well even if
we had — we didn’t test her too
many times.”

Garza praised Belanger’s leader-
ship qualities, as well as her ath-
letic ability.

“She is a player any coach would
want,” he said. “I wish Charlene
had a twin sister, I wish we could
clone her. As an overall player, I
don’t want to use the [term] ‘heart
and soul’ of our team, but every
single player on our team looks to
her for guidance, looks to her for
leadership on the field. They ask
her how to improve their games
all the time. She’s just an all-

Belanger Proves
To Be Dual Threat

around great player, somebody
who’s committed to playing goalie
— who in my opinion is one of the
best goalies around — and [has
the ability to] come on the field
[as a forward].”

MOUNT VERNON is 3-4, includ-
ing 2-1 in district play. After beat-
ing Wakefield, Mount Vernon lost
to West Potomac, 3-0, on March
26. The Majors responded by beat-
ing Marshall, 2-1, and Falls
Church, 2-0. But since then, Mount
Vernon is 0-3 with shutout losses
against Centreville, Yorktown and
Lee. Against Yorktown, the Majors
were without four starters — jun-
ior Michelle Naleid and freshmen
Jaelin White, Alexis LyBarger and
Serena Schantz — due to injury.

Along with Belanger, Garza
praised the play of senior defend-
ers Gabby Gadson and Katie
Sargent, and freshman sweeper
Megan O’Dell.

The Majors return to district
play with a home game against
Stuart at 7 p.m. April 22.

feated Wakefield 17-3 on the
road April 16 for its ninth win in
10 games.

Mike Murdock went 2-for-4 with
a double, home run and three RBIs
for the Majors. Collin Bowyer had
three hits for Mount Vernon and
Tre Cooke, Andrew Sable, Taggart
Salcedo and Kyle Quigley each had
two hits.

Bowyer started on the mound
and picked up the win, allowing
three hits and two earned runs
while striking out three in four in-
nings.

Mount Vernon travels to face
Washington-Lee at 6 p.m. April 22.

West Potomac
Softball Wins
Fifth of 6

The West Potomac softball team
defeated Woodson 3-1 on April 16
for its fifth win in six games.

The Wolverines travel to face
West Springfield at 6:30 p.m. April
23.

Awards Banquet
The Alexandria Sportsman’s

Club will hold its 55th annual
awards banquet May 18 at the
Westin Hotel at 400 Courthouse
Square. The silent auction and
cocktail hour will begin at 6 p.m.
and dinner will be served at 7 p.m.
The awards program will begin at

8 p.m. Sal Sunseri, assistant head
coach of the national champion
University of Alabama football
team, will be the guest speaker.

Tickets are $60 per person. To
purchase tickets or for more infor-
mation call Richard Downs at 703-
647-1205 or 703-677-1266 or e-
mail him at RDowns@
lindsaycollision.com.
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